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trails for the Half Ass Flat ride on the 24th, 25th & 26th of June...Food,  fun  and work for all ! ! ! 

Stanshaw -Three Bears work weekend the 8th & 9th of July.  The Boy Scouts will be out 

for a week camp the 16th to the 23rd of the month. 

The 29th & 30th of July we will have a work weekend on the trails at Grizzley Creek ... 

    near Groes Prairieé.. 

 

We«re pulling for the 19th annual Half Ass Flat Ride on the 24th, 25th and 

26th of this month on the Bear River at Capetown¢ Come and join us for 

food and fun. Call Carole Polasek at 786-9637 for details. 

Planning a horse vacation ?  Let the folks from a world class travel  service at ytbtravel.com/bchc  

Help you with all the details. Let Y T B Travel Network book your  BCH  Getaway. 
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2011 OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: Carole  Polasek   786-9637 

P.O.Box  792, Ferndale, Ca  95526 

Muleride@frontiernet.net 

VICE PRESIDENT: Mort Scott  839-2800 

1560 Zeus Ave., McKinleyville, Ca 95519 

mortscott7@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY: Susan Combs  786-9142 

P.O.Box  98, Ferndale, Ca  95536-0098 

huncofairentries@frontiernet.net 

TREASURER: Maris Hawkins  839-09422 

4944 Dows Prairie Road, McKinleyville, Ca 

maris@northcoastems.com 

ONE YEAR BOARD MEMBER: 

James Archer  768-3725 

 Hwy 36, Carlotta, Ca  95528 

Bev Harvey  498-0912 

201 Center St. # 10, Rio Dell, Ca  95562 

bevholcom@yahoo.com 

Sandy McKay 

P.O.Box  132,  Hydesville, Ca  95547 

rubberbootsmckay@yahoo.com 

Jacque Murphy  498-6648 

1801 Cecil Ave., Fortuna, Ca  95540 

brennaluet@hotmail.com 

Darrel Polasek  786-9637 

P.O.Box  792, Ferndale, Ca  95536 

Muleride@frontiernet.net 

TWO YEAR BOARD MEMBERS 

Chip Cannon  839-0481 

4555 Chaffin Ave., McKinleyville, Ca 95519 

packsaddle101@yahoo.com 

Nancy Trine  725-6367 

3683 Renner Dr.,Fortuna, Ca  95540 

Gail Jenner  768-3391 

P.O.Box  395,  Hydesville, Ca 95547-0395 

gjcatlv1@directv.net 

Kathi Poarch   768-3391 

P.O.Box  395, Hydesville, Ca  95547-0395 

appyrider@directv.net 

 

 

 

 

   Back Country Horsemen of America 

              P.O.Box  1367, Graham, Wa  98338-1367 

                  888-839-5161   fax ς360-893-5161 

                 MISSION STATEMENT 

мΦ¢ƻ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ 

2.To work to insure that public lands remain open to  recreational stock use. 

3.To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. 

4.To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen 

     and the general public commensurate with our heritage. 

5.To foster and encourage the formation of new units of the organization. 

ττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττ-- 

BCHC  Redwood Unit Newsletter 

Public Information: A monthly publication of the BCHC Redwood Unit. 

Disclaimer: Articles that appear in the BCHC  Redwood Unit Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position or 

opinion of the unit officers and/or members. Nor does publication of said articles constitute an endorsement of 

views.  Accuracy of materials is the sole responsibility of the  authors.  Appearance of  an advertisement does not 

constitute a recommendation or endorsement of the goods or service offered therein. 

Submissions & Deadlines: The BCHC Redwood Unit Newsletter welcomes member contributions.  Club news, events, 

calendar dates and items of interest you wish to have submitted in the next issue of the Newsletter need to be 

submitted by the 5th of the month. Send submissions to the following address: 

    Barry Q Stewart 

   P.O.Box  325, Carlotta, Ca  95528-0325 

    stewart@gotsky.com 

Unit Website:  redwoodunit.com     Webmaster:  Jacque Murphy   498-6648 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 

PUBLIC LANDS: Carole Polasek  786-9637                                                          EDUCATION :  Chip Cannon  839-0481 

PUBLIC LIAISON: Mort Scott  839-2800  VOLUNTEER HOUR REPORTS:  Bev Harvey   498-0912 

 

REMEMBER TO TURN IN YOUR MONTHLY VOLUNTEER REPORTS...  

Visit http://bchcalifornia.com to download the form.  If you download the form you will need to have the EXCEL program on 

your computer to fill it out.  If you need a hard copy of the form please contact        Bev Harvey  498-0912 

 

A newspaper article stating that First District Supervisor Jimmy Smith is planning to 

draft a letter to the US Fish & Wildlife Service requesting better communications 

with the county regarding the snowy plover issues. 
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Redwood Unit Back Country Horsemen 

General Membership Meeting 

June 1, 2011 

 

1. Quorum present 

2. Salute and pledge 

3. President Carole Polasek welcomed members and guest Lynn Wright of the US Forest Service. 

4. Bev Harvey moved to approve the May 4 minutes as printed in the newsletter.  Jacque Murphy 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

5. Correspondence 

a. Shoreline Riders will have their annual ride July 15-17.   

b. The Klamath Falls Pack Clinic program is available. 

c. Top of the State newsletter was received. 

6. Treasurer Maris Hawkins presented the treasurerôs report.  Bev moved to accept the report and 

refer it to the Audit Committee.  Nancy Trine seconded.  Motion carried. 

7. Guest Lynn Wright spoke on the Grizzly Camp trails program that was funded two years ago for 

$34,800.  The money is to be split between the purchase of tools, training for employees and 

possibly training for volunteers.  Cross cut saw training was mentioned.  She will use YCC crews 

to work on foot trails and another team from the Forest Service will do a recreational site assess-

ment that may lead to more funding.  Work will be done at Grizzly Camp in July 29-31, with no 

horses due to lack of parking.  The work party will do some brush work and trail assessment.  

Bring loppers.   The camp is out of Denny.  Mort Scott will make a map available to members.  

Lynn will let us know when cross cut saw training is available, maybe during Grizzly Camp 

work day.  We will camp at Groves Prairie.  Unit will provide food. 

8. Standing Committees 

a. Public Lands ï See Caroleôs report elsewhere in newsletter. 
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b. Public Liason ï Mort Scott reminded that the Stanshaw/Ten Bear work party is July 8, 9, 10.  The roads are 

still not open, with quite a bit of snow in the high country.  In addition to general clean up, some trees will 

need to be removed and corrals will need to be repaired.  Water troughs will be replaced at Ten Bear and Hay 

Press and possibly some water line.  Bring loppers.   Anyone bringing a horse is on trial crew, others on camp 

crew.  Bring friends; it is an ideal time for them to meet the group and see what we are about.  Bev moved for 

the Unit to give $300 to Mort for supplies, especially lumber and plumbing parts and $300 for food.  Barry 

Stewart seconded.  Motion carried. 

c. Education Report ï Darrel Polasek said he hosted Ferndale Highôs recreational agriculture class in a pack clin-

ic at Half Ass Flat Ranch.  One or two of the kids actually were interested in packing.  Chip and Mort reported 

that on July 16 members of the Unit will be packing 30 Scouts and leaders into the Marbles from Stanshaw 

trail head.  It is an opportunity for members to practice what was learned at the members-only pack clinic. 

9. Unfinished Business 

a. Cuneo Creek ï Gail Jenner and Kathi Poarch reported that many pens are finished, but the footing is needing 

to be packed again.  More work is being done. 

b. Catered Ride ï Equine herpes virus is a big issue with the Catered Ride, Darrel said.  But we are almost a 

month away.  Another concern is fuel prices.  The committee was to meet June 8 to vote on whether to hold 

the ride. 

c. Harkins Ride ï The ride went well and was a great event in beautiful country.  Lunch was great.  Kari Schlick 

reported that her God daughter told her ñyou sure know some neat people.ò  The Mill Creek Ride the next day 

was wet, but well attended. 

10. New Business 

a. Rendezvous 2012 ï Maris and Carole will attend a planning  meeting June 17 in Manteca. 

b. Stanshaw Work Party discussed under Public Liason. 

c. Fortuna Rodeo Parade ï The parade is the same weekend as the Boy Scout pack trip.  Riders interested in rid-

ing in the parade can contact Jacque Murphy at 498-6648. 

11. Announcements 

a. The monthly ride is the Catered Ride. 

b. Good of the Order ï Members were advised that they can get raffle prizes for the ride to Kathi & Gail.  Our 

guest, Lynn, said some grants are available and she will let us know if any are applicable to our purposes.  The 

Horse Mountain trail ride is June 18, sponsored by NCHA.  Anyone interested can contact Uri Driscoll.  Pete 

Krieger reports a completely negative PET scan and was spotted at Mule Days. 

c. Board meeting will be June 22, if needed. 

d. Next meeting will by 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 6, at Freshwater School. 

12. Bev moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.  Barry seconded.                 Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

Susan Combes 

Secretary 
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JUNE 1,  2011 --by  CAROLE POLASEK  

BLM 

 !Φ.[a bŜǿǎōȅǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ  ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊǇŜǎ ǾƛǊǳǎ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ 

Outdoors efforts and activities. 

FOREST SERVICE 

 A.Two letters from sheriffs in Oregon counties with  Forest Service land in their jurisdiction.     

 Grave issues have come up over who is officially in charge of law enforcement. 

 B.Copy  of the Backcountry Horsemen of California response to the  Forest Service Draft 

 Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) regarding the National Forest System Land  

 Management Planning. 

 C.Copy of Redwood Unit response to Forest Service Planning Rule. 

GENERAL 

 !Φ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƛƪƛƴƎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !5! ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

 public trails, in and out of wilderness areas. 

 B.Some grants have been issued to local groups for coastal education programs and field 

 trips for up to 2,000 K-8 students in remote and rural schools in Southern Humblodt County 

 as well as Leggett Valley Unified School District.  

National Forests-Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act 

 A.Two emails and a newspaper article on the proposed act to release wilderness study  

 areas administered by BLM and inventoried roadless areas within the National Forest sys

 tem. 

National Monument 

 A.Email regarding the Giant Sequoia National Monument. 

Public Lands 

 A.Email regarding problems which may interfere with the effectiveness of BCHC Public 

 Lands efforts. 

State  Parks 

 A.Two emails and a newspaper article regarding the possible closures of California State 

tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǇŜƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ 
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Mule Whispers From Carole 

 

The Half Ass Flat Ride committee met and discussed the main issue of the equine herpes virus outbreak. This seems to be 

contained to horses competing at the championship cutting completion in Ogden UT and at Bakersfield. The only other 

horses coming down with the virus were at the same facility as horses which attended those events. It was decided to have 

the ride and have all guests sign a form (recommended by vets) that their horses/mules had not attended those events or 

been in contact with horses that had attended. Riders are also asked to bring their own buckets to water their horses and 

buckets will be provided to dip water from the water troughs instead of having the horses drink directly from the water 

troughs. 

 

So far we have a pretty low signup for the ride, probably due also to the high fuel prices. 

Hope you are able to get out and ride as we seem to be having a break from the rain. Hope it lasts through the ride.   

Carole 

 

 

 

 HALF ASS FLAT RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

 Wednesday, June 8, 2011 

 

 

1. There are 72 riders signed up to date. 

2. Darrel contacted property owners who may have horses near the ride horses. So far none are concerned 

that there will be a problem. 

3. The equine herpes virus issue was discussed in depth. The committee voted to continue with the ride. 

Riders will be contacted to bring their own buckets to water their horses. The ride will provide buckets 

at each water trough to dip water into riders buckets instead of having horses drink directly from the 

water troughs. 

The ride will purchase 100 cheap buckets to take to lunch camp and the water truck will  be driven to 

lunch camp to fill the buckets. Each horse will have a separate bucket to drink out of at lunch camp. 

We will get extra bleach to disinfect these buckets back at camp and riders can take them home if they 

want. Rita will get the buckets. 

 


