
Back Country Horsemen of California

Volume 18, Number 2
February 2010

The Redwood Unit
Newsletter

Erica Canevari,
Editor/Publisher

Visit the Redwood Unit Online
Did you know that the Redwood Unit has a great website?

Just log on to www.RedwoodUnit.com and you can access all the features on the website. Our
webmaster Jacque Murphy has recently re-designed the webpage! So even if you!ve been there

before, stop by and take a look.

www.RedwoodUnit.com

Read Past Newsletters

Order Redwood Unit Shirts and Sweatshirts

How To!s

Learn how you can get involved

Photo Albums

Read our Mission Statement

Learn how the Redwood Unit Got Started

Calendar of Events



2010  President:

Two Year Board Members
2010-2011

One Year Board Members

Carole Polasek (707) 786-9637
P.O. Box  792
Ferndale, CA 95536

Mort Scott (707) 839-2800
1560 Zeus Avenue
Mckinleyville, CA 95519

Chip Cannon (707) 839-0481
4555 Chaffin Avenue
Mckinleyville, CA 95519

Nancy Trine (707) 725-6367
3683 Renner Drive
Fortuna, CA  955340

James Archer (707) 768-3725
6887 State Highway 36
Carlotta, CA 95528

Erica Canevari (707) 407-9591
P.O. Box  21
Ferndale, CA 95536

Bev Harvey (707) 498-0912
201 Center Street #10
Rio Dell, Ca 95562

Jacque Murphy  (707) 498-6648
1801 Cecil Avenue
Fortuna, CA 95540

Bo Harkins  (707) 465-4795
P.O. Box 13
Fort Dick, CA 95538

Darrel Polasek (707) 786-9637
P.O. Box  792
Ferndale, CA 95536

Muleride@frontiernet.net

mortscott@sbcglobal.net

packsaddle101@yahoo.com

No Email

No Email

redwood_rider@hotmail.com

bevholcom@yahoo.com

brennaluet@hotmail.com

Mule_rider_2000@yahoo.com

Muleride@frontiernet.net

2010  Vice President:

2010  Secretary:

2010 Treasurer:

2010

Two Year Board Members
2009-2010

Susan Combes  (707) 786-9142
PO Box 98
Ferndale, Ca 95536-0098
(no e-mail)

Maris Hawkins (707) 839-0422
4944 Dows Prairie Road
McKinleyvile, CA 95519

Sandy McKay
P.O. Box 132
Hydesville, CA 95547
(502) 643-4259

maris@northcoastems.com

No Email

Back Country Horsemen of America

Back Country Horsemen Mission Statement:

The BCHC Redwood Unit News

Webmaster:
Unit Website:

Public Lands:
Public Liaison:
Education:

Volunteer Hour Reports:

P.O. Box 1367
Graham, WA 98338-1367

(888) 893-5161
(360) 893-5161 Fax

: A monthly publication of the BCHC Redwood Unit.

: Articles that appear in the BCHC Redwood Unit Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position or
opinion of the unit officers and/or members. Nor does publication of said articles constitute an endorsement of
views. Accuracy of materials is the sole responsibility of the authors. Appearance of an advertisement does not
constitute a recommendation or endorsement of the good or service offered therein.

The BCHC Redwood Unit News welcomes member contributions. Club news, events,
calendar dates and items of interest you wish to have submitted in the next issue of the newsletter need to be
submitted by the 5th of the month. Send submissions to the following address:

Erica Canevari, Editor
P.O. Box 21

Ferndale, CA 95536

Jacque Murphy (707) 498-6648
redwoodunit.com

Carole Polasek (707) 786-9637
Mort Scott (707) 839-2800

Chip Cannon (707) 839-0481
Bev Harvey (707) 498-0912

Publication Information

Disclaimer

Submissions & Deadlines:

Redwood_rider@hotmail.com

2009 Committee Chairmen

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's backcountry and wilderness.
2.To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
5. To foster and encourage the formation of new units of the organization.
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Planning a Vacation?
Log on to to book your vacation
through YTB Travel Network, and a percentage of your
vacation cost will be donated to Back Country Horsemen!

http://ytbtravel.com/bchc

A World Class Travel Service!

Turn your vacations into donations!

Remember, turn in your
volunteer reports each month!

Visit http://bchcalifornia.com to download the form. If you download the form you
will need to have the Excel program on your computer to fill it out.

If you do not have Excel on your computer and you need a hard copy of the form
contact Bev Harvey (707) 498-0912



President!s Mule Whispers

Saddle Up!
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Tales from the Editor

Mark your calendars for these

Coming Events:

As I!m sure you!ve read by now, this will be the last
hardcopy newsletter you will receive from the Redwood
Unit. I think switching to a digital copy will be an easy
transition and will save a great amount of money each

year for the unit.
We have our first monthly ride of the year coming up on

February 21st in the Arcata Community Forest. We have gotten
feedback that Sundays might be a better day for the rides since there is
always so much happening on Saturdays. Jacque and I have decided to
alternate the rides on Saturday and Sunday for a while so keep a close
eye on the schedule.

Also, BCHC!s Rendezvous event is coming up next month. It!s
going to be another exciting event. With even more vendors, several
horse trainers (including Jerry Tindell!) and many educational and fun
classes and contests. Visit http://www.bchcalifornia.org and click on
2010 Rendezvous for all the details and registration forms.
See you on the trail,
Erica Canevari, Editor

Wow! What a way to keep a new year going! Whole lotta
shake, rattle and rollin!goin!on, again. Or still. This time there were

three of us in the snack bar kitchen at the Fairgrounds for
Jerry Tindell!s horse training clinic! We weren!t sure if it was going to stop or
not.
The Pack Clinic on Saturday was very well attended, despite the weather, and
we took in some new membership forms and handed out a few more. Jerry
Tindell!s horse/mule training classes were also very successful and several
people want to attend again. He may be coming to Barb & Bo Harkins!place
in Fort Dick in August. Stay tuned. The BLM adopted out all the animals they
brought with the exception of one which apparently was injured in the trip
here.
Our February meeting was well attended and I hope our attendance stays
high.
Happy riding and keep the saddle side up,
Carole

March Membership Meeting
Wednesday, March 3rd, 2010

@ the Cafeteria,
Freshwater Elementary School

The meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.,
with no potluck dinner

Take Old Arcata Road/Myrtle Avenue to Freshwater
Road, turn left onto Greenwood Heights Drive and the

school is the first building on the right.

The Harkins! Crescent City Ride
April  17th, 2010

See page 6 for details and don!t forget to RSVP.

BCHC 2010 Rendezvous
March 19 - 21st, 2010

@ the Merced Fairgrounds

http://www.bchcalifornia.org
To register or learn more go to:

and click on 2010 Rendezvous

February Monthly Ride
Sunday, February 21st, 2010

Rain Cancels.

At the Arcata Community Forest, via the 14th
Street Parking lot.

Meet at the parking lot at 10 am, pack a sack
lunch if you!d like.

April Membership Meeting
Wednesday, April 7th, 2010

Keep an eye out in the March
Newsletter for a full 2010
calendar of Redwood Unit

events.



Stable Report
General Membership Meeting-
Wednesday February 3rd, 2010

1.-5.OpeningCeremonies

6.StandingCommitteeReports

PresidentCarolePolasekcalledthemeetingtoorderat7:05p.m.
Roll call of officers and board members. Quorum present. Flag salute
andpledgeofallegiance.
President!s Message" Carole announced that Dan Horn has told her
Pete Kriger has cancer. Regarding Rendezvous, Darrel will help with
pack scramble and Darrel Polasek, hopefully with assistance from
MortScottandChipCannon,willstageanunpackscramble.
Minutes - January minutes were read. Motion to accept the minutes
made by James Archer, second by Sandy McKay. Motion carried. It
was agreed to discuss again in March the idea to deliver minutes on-
line to those with e-mail. If agreed, minutes will be delivered by e-mail
beginning in April. That will save the unit money and will shorten
meeting time since minutes will not have to be read, Carole pointed
out. If you have corrections or additions they can be brought up at the
nextmeetingoryoucancallSusanorCarole toget themontheagenda.
Correspondence - The unit received a Certificate of Appreciation
fromtheFoodBankandathankyoufromHumboldtAreaFoundation
for the donation in memory of Sef Murguia. Earth Day shirts are
available.NorthBayUnitsent itsnewsletter.
Treasurer!s Report - Maris Hawkins presented the February
treasurer!s report. Bev Harvey moved to accept the report and refer it
to theAuditCommittee.KathiPoarchseconded.Motioncarried.

A.PublicLands" CarolePolasek.Seefull reportonpage5.
B. Public Liaison" Mort Scott. Mort reported that Stanshaw is still
"hibernating" until the snow is gone. He has been in touch with Bob
Hemus and Bob will have more tables for Ten Bear. A committee
consisting of Chip, Mort and Bo Harkins will go in after the thaw and
see what needs to be done. Members are welcome to go with them.
Moneywillbeavailable fromForestService for trailwork following the
fires and he is willing to assist if anyone has a favorite trail to work on.
The Redwood Unit work party will be July 9, 10, 11, instead of July 4
weekend.Campwill beatStanshawandworkwill bedone thereandat
TenBear.Thiswillbeagoodtimetobring friendsandfamilymembers
sinceparticipantsneednotbemembers.
C. Education" Chip Cannon. Chip said that Carole needs the round
trip mileage for those who attended the members-only Pack Clinic at
Darrel and Carole!s. He reminded that the Pack Clinic will be this
weekend with various agencies setting up booths. Uri will set up a
Leave No Trace camp and Dale Harvey will demonstrate Dutch oven
cooking.NationalParksdidnothaveanyone toputupaboothbutwill
be back next year. Mort and Chip will have iron mules, Erin McClure
will bring her miniature mules and the llamas will be displayed. Friday
night dinner will be at the Ivanhoe and Saturday night will feature a
chicken BBQ at Half Ass Flat Ranch. It was decided to charge $5.00 to
offsetexpensesof thedinner.
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7.UnfinishedBusiness

8.NewBusiness

TheMinutescontinueat thebottomofpage5.

A. Board Meeting" Carole reported on the January 20 board meeting. It
wassuggestedthatminutesbee-mailedtosavetimeandmoney.
Erica Canevari will be voting director to state board meetings with
Jacque Murphy as education person and alternate. Carole will attend as
president and Public Lands Chair. Susan Combes is second alternate.
Ericawillbesunshinechairwithhelp fromGailJennerandKathiPoarch.
Aproposalonwhogetswhatwhenwill bepresentedat thenextmeeting.
Carole is developing a membership packet. Jacque will be web master.
Other findings fromthemeetingare:Official letters fromtheunitshould
go through the board; Committee chairs must produce annual reports;
Unit will pay for active Wilderness Riders to attend Rendezvous; the
newsletter will be e-mailed after February on recommendation from the
AuditCommittee;Boardmeetingswill beheld the fourthWednesdayof
the month as needed; The July 7 meeting will be a 7 p.m. BBQ at the
president!s home; The Cuneo Creek ride may be changed to Stanshaw
in lateJulyorearlyAugust;Bev isnowinchargeofvolunteerhours.Mort
moved and Erica seconded to report hours to state annually. Motion
carried.
B. Audit Report" The Audit Report, reviewed and approved by Mort
andChip,wasdistributed.SandymovedandBevseconded toaccept the
report.Motioncarried.
C.MercyAir -Bev reported that shehadsent theUnitMercyAir sign-up
by certified mail the Wednesday prior and had 30 members, twice as
manyas lastyear.Additional individualscanbeaddedatanytime.
D. Catered Ride Committee" A committee meeting will be called in
FebruarybyDarrel.
E. Rendezvous 2010 - The web site has information, events, prices and
forms to attend or enter. The Marines that demonstrated packing last
year are being deployed. A law firm has donated $50,000 to BCHC
because of work done throughout the state. Erica!s lodging, fuel and
$30.00 per diem are included as she is the voting director. Carole
requested the unit pay for herself and Jacque to attend. Included are
lodging, fueland$30perdiemformeals.SandymadethemotionandUri
seconded.Motioncarried.

A. Board Meeting" Carole called for a board meeting at 7 p.m.
Wednesday,February24,atFreshwaterSchoolcafeteria.
B.BudgetAdoption" Theboardadoptedthe2010budgetat theJanuary
20meeting.$50waspaid frompettycash toFreshwaterSchool foruseof
thecafeteria formeetings.



On The  Range
What!s happening with public lands, and what you can do about it.

A report by Carole Polasek

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF AMERICA NEWSLETTER

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA NEWSLETTER

BLM

ENDANGERED SPECIES

FOREST SERVICE

FRIENDS OF THE DUNES

GENERAL

STATE PARKS

A. Chairman Terry Morrison!s letter talks about the history of BCHA. B. Articles from BCH chapters across the country on work
projects, protecting our right to ride, and a new affiliate in West Virginia. C. The BCHA Mission Statement.

A. We need to get involved in the trail classification with the Forest Service. B. BCHC wrote a letter to State Fish and Game
regarding the stocking in fish in mountain lakes. C. Manure management is coming our way. D. The GAO is studying the status of
horse welfare in the US. E. Be aware of an upcoming move to change animal guardianship, instead of ownership. You may no
longer "own" your equine, you will be its "guardian. E. Read the BCHC Philosophy and Purpose.
PUBLIC LANDS MEETING IN REDDING, January 30, 2010.
This subject will also be dealt with at Rendezvous 2010. It deals with events in Tuolumne County and the Board of Supervisors
voted to fight the motorized-vehicle travel plan for the Stanislaus National Forest. Tuoloumne County developed a
Comprehensive Land Use Plan for Federal Land and used the coordination called for by Congress have agencies and
governments to work together.

A. Uri Driscoll had inquired about Redwood Unit commenting on the Ma-le!l Dunes Plan. Bruce Cann was contacted and the
public comment period ended in April of 2008. B. BLM Newsbytes announces a guided hike on native plants in the King Range
National Conservation Area on Saturday, February 13, 2010 and a lecture on habitat gardening on Tuesday, February 23, 2010.

A. The Center for Biological Diversity is petitioning the State to add the yellow-legged frog to the endangered listing. This could
ban trout stocking and add new permit rules.

A. Art Hanna, from Crescent City, and the North West Trail Riders, are working with the Forest Service on the coast to crest trail
and emailed to get the BCHC volunteer hour log sheet to keep track of their hours.

A. There are ongoing meetings regarding the trail plans for the Manila Dunes and a fund raiser is being planned.

A. An email about new requirements set of the American horse slaughter trade. B. Two emails regarding the ongoing issue of wild
horses. "262 million acres and Salazar can!t find a place for wild horses?" And questions about BLM!s management plans that are
adverse to Congressional Acts and cultural resources.

A. Announcement of the 8th Annual Park Advocacy Day, Monday, March 8, 2010 in Sacramento. To learn more visit
acvocacy@calparks.org or phone 916-442-2119.
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C. Dunes Trail Plan - Uri Driscoll and Kary Schlick reported, saying comments received were overwhelming and are being studied. The
commongoal is tokeep trailsopen.ArcatahasaskedUri toorganizea fund-raiser trail ride toacquirenewtrail sites in theSunnybraearea.This is
a first. "Equestriangroupsaregainingnoticeandpower,"Karysaid.Trailplanmeetingsneedacoupleofmembers fromeachareaequestrianclub
toattendandreportbackto theirmemberships.
9.Announcements
A.NextMeeting-Thenextgeneralmembershipmeetingwillbehelpat7:00p.m.Wednesday,March3,atFreshwaterSchoolCafeteria.
B.MonthlyTrailRides" Ericapolledattendingmembersontheir favoriteride locationsandwill reportback.
10.Adjournment.
JamesArchermovedandBevsecondedtoadjournthemeetingat8:30p.m.Motioncarried.
Respectfullysubmitted,
SusanCombes2010Secretary
RedwoodUnit,BCHC

Minutes (continued from previous page)



Member!s Pack Training
and Education Day

January 16th, 2010

Members gathered on a surprisingly sunny day in January to learn and practice packing techniques. The
Polasek!s volunteered their ranch in Ferndale for the event, and it was the perfect place.

For some it was their first experience tying pack hitches, and long-time packers Chip Cannon and Mort
Scott were there to give step by step instructions to those who needed it. Packers didn!t have to worry
about their stock runnin! off either! There were two very patient "Iron Mules#who were up for the job.
Members were also invited to bring their own stock so they could do some training with their animals.
Kary Schlick brought her two horses "Oso#and "Ona#and Chip Cannon brought his horse.

A delicious potluck lunch was served halfway through the day. Darrel prepared some hamburgers and
chili beans to accompany the dishes the members brought. As it goes with every Redwood Unit event
there was no shortage of good food, there was a little bit of everything; from cookies and brownies, to
seven layer dip, to homemade berry pie. One member was even seen stuffing his pockets with cookies
for later!

Left: Susan Combes and Kathi
Poarch work on their hitches.

Right: Boys will be boys. Dale Harvey,
Randy Conley, Chip Cannon, James Archer,
Darrel Polasek and Marty Hobbs no doubt
having a very serious conversation...yeah right!



Left: Mort Scott assists
Kary Schlick in tying a
box hitch. Sandy
McKay looks on.

Right: Randy Conley, Chip Cannon, Jacque
Murphy and Jill Creech grab some lunch.
Below: Chef Darrel grills up some burgers for
the hungry crowd.

Below: The gang gathers
round for some grub.
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Put your  ad in the Redwood Unit Newsletter. One month is only $5.00!
Contact Erica Canevari, Editor

redwood_rider@hotmail.com  or 707-407-9591

Advertise with us!

It!s time to head North again to Bo and Barb!s place for a trail ride, food,
and equine frivolity. Bring your horse or mule on April 17th, 2010 and
meet us at Pala Ranch in Fort Dick at 10:00 a.m. (Directions are below.)

You are welcome to bring your camping gear
and spend the weekend at the Harkins! Ranch.

The ride will be about 3 hours long, shoes for your animal aren!t
necessary but would be helpful on part of the trail.

Directions:
(Reference the map to the right.)
Take 101 North through Crescent City until you come to Kings Valley
Road or the Pelican Bay Prison turn off, turn left and go until you come to
a stop sign, you will be at the Fort Dick Market at that time. Go straight
across the intersection and you will be on Morehead Road. Go to the end
of the road and turn right on Lower Lake Road. Go all the way to the end
of the road and turn to the left on Pala Road. Follow Pala Road until it
ends and you will be at the trail head.
The ride will start at 10:00 a.m. And we will barbeque at the horse camp
in the park. Bo and Barbara look forward to seeing you all there!

Lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP to Bo or Barbara at (707) 465-4795

The Harkin!s Annual
Crescent City Ride

Get ready, it! s coming!

Morek Yadao Outfitting

P.O Box 497
Hoopa, Ca 95546   530-410-7234
Yurok_otter@yahoo.com
www.morekyadaooutfitting.com

Yadao B Inong
Owner/Guide/Trainer

Licensed,Bonded,Insured

Guided Pack Trips-Drop Camps
Hunting-Flyfishing
Horse Training & Lessons
Indian Owned Business

Back In Balance
Horseshoeing

Erica Canevari
Professional Farrier

P.O. Box 21
Ferndale, CA 95536

www.BIBhorseshoeing.com

707-407-9591



NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

RENEWAL APPLICATION

CHANGE - ( ) PARENT UNIT ( ) ADDRESS/PHONE/EMAIL ( ) EMBERSHIPM T YPE

DCTR (YOURMEMBERSHIP NUMBER)_____________________
** NEWMEMBERS WILL BEASSIGNED NUMBER BYMEMBERSHIPCOORDINATOR

MAIL T :O
BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN

OF CALIFORNIA
PO BOX 1610

OAKDALE , CA 95361-1610
http://www.bchcalifornia.org

Antelope Valley
Eastern Sierra
High Country
High Sierra
Kern River Valley
Kern Sierra
Lake-Mendo
Los Padres

Mid Valley
Mother Lode
North Bay
Ohlone Riders
Redshank Riders
Redwood
San Diego
San Gorgonio

San Joaquin Sierra
Santa Ana River
Sequoia
Shasta Trinity
Sierra Freepackers
Sutter Buttes
Top of the State

PARENT Unit Af filiation): ( SelectandCIRCLE ONE Unit as your Primary Unit Affiliation) Donate to BCHC
Education Fund?

Tax Deductible
Packer $10.00
Mule Skinner $25.00
You#re the Greatest $50.00

MEMBER!S NAME ! No Business Names; Please Print Clearly SPOUSE/MEMBER!S NAME ! MUST SHARE SAME ADDRESS

ADDRESS

(      )
CITY STATE ZIP PHONE

EMAILADDRESS

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $____________ CHECK #____________________ DATE SUBMITTED: ___________________________

BUSINESSNAME " DONATIONS ONLY:

PARENT UNIT MEMBERSHIP TYPES: (CIRCLE ONE)
Individual $40.00* Family $50.00* Benefactor $100.00 Patron $250.00 Mt Whitney $500.00

*=BCHC shares portion of dues with Backcountry Horsemen of America

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS: AN ADDITIONAL $15.00 PER UNIT IS ADDED TO YOURPARENT UNIT DUES.
ASSOCIATEMEMBERSHIPUNIT AFFILIATIONS MAY NOT BE FOR THE SAME UNIT AS YOURPARENT UNIT.

Associate Membership for: ____________________________________________________________________ $15.00/unit(Unit Name (from above list)

Associate Membership for: ____________________________________________________________________ $15.00/unit(Unit Name (from above list)
Please write additional choices on back

Please clip form along dashed line !KEEP BELOW INFORMATION FOR YOUR RECORDS

PARENT BCHC M EMBERSHIP TYPES
Individual, Family (Shared*), Benefactor, Patron, and Mt Whitney. A Parent
Membership is affiliated with a single Local Unit. BCHC members may NOT
hold more than one active Parent Membership.

*A SHARED Membership is for two adults with differing last names, each
sharing a common address.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS
These special Memberships are only available to persons already holding Parent
BCHC Membership. No one may sign up for an Associate Membership without
1) having registered one of the Parent Membership types, and2) having selected
Parent Unit affiliation.

• You may sign-up for as many Associate Memberships as you like.
• Associate Memberships may also be initiated at any time during the

term of your Parent Membership.
• Associate Memberships must e"pire concurrently with the Parent

Membership, and are renewable only at the time of renewal of the
Parent Membership.

Complete information regarding BCHC Membership is available on the
MEMBERSHIP page at: http://www.bchcalifornia.org

KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS
I SUBMITTED AN Application Form for:

! Individual Membership $ 40.00

! Family (Shared) Membership $ 50.00

! Benefactor Membership $100.00

! Patron Membership $250.00

! Mt Whitney Membership $500.00

! Donation – Packer $10.00

! Mule Skinner $25.00

! You’ re the Greatest! $50.00

! Associate Membership $_________
Total Remittance $_________
Check Number ____________
Date Mailed __________________________

Questions:  Contactmembership@bchcalifornia.org



BCHC Redwood Unit Newsletter
P.O. Box 6023
Eureka, CA 95502

This will be your last paper newsletter!
Did you know that the printing and mailing of the newsletter is the Redwood Unit!s biggest
expense? The Redwood Unit!s Audit Committee and Board members recently voted that the newsletter
begin being distributed via e-mail. This benefits you as you will now receive the newsletter immediately in
your e-mail inbox, without the delay of mailing. So you can stay on top of upcoming events. Also, you will
be able to view the newsletter in full color!

For the unit, this translates into huge savings on printing and postage costs, which means we can focus
our funds on what!s important, keeping our local trails open and in use.

Inside your newsletter you will find a pre-addressed postcard. You simply need to fill out your postcard with
your e-mail address.

Additionally, you can sign up each individual family member to receive their own newsletter, just submit
their e-mail as well. Know a friend who wants to learn more about the unit? Suggest they sign up to receive
the newsletter.

The Redwood Unit thanks you for your cooperation. We believe it will be an easy transition and be
beneficial for both the members and the unit.

If you have any questions feel free to contact Erica Canevari, Newsletter Editor
redwood_rider@hotmail.com or (707) 407-9591

Please return the postcard as soon as possible.
Your March newsletter will not be sent out

until we receive your card in the mail.


