
 

 

Back Country Horsemen 

Redwood Unit 

P O Box  6023 

Eureka, Ca  95520 

 

We  were seriously challenged this year...and we are still   

                                        going  strong  !!!        RIDE  ON... 



 

 

   Back Country Horsemen of America 

              P.O.Box  1367, Graham, Wa  98338-1367 

                  888-839-5161   fax ς360-893-5161 

                 MISSION STATEMENT 

мΦ¢ƻ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ 

2.To work to insure that public lands remain open to  recreational stock use. 

3.To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. 

4.To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen 

     and the general public commensurate with our heritage. 

5.To foster and encourage the formation of new units of the organization. 

ττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττττ-- 

BCHC  Redwood Unit Newsletter 

Public Information: A monthly publication of the BCHC Redwood Unit. 

Disclaimer: Articles that appear in the BCHC  Redwood Unit Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position or 

opinion of the unit officers and/or members. Nor does publication of said articles constitute an endorsement of 

views.  Accuracy of materials is the sole responsibility of the  authors.  Appearance of  an advertisement does not 

constitute a recommendation or endorsement of the goods or service offered therein. 

Submissions & Deadlines: The BCHC Redwood Unit Newsletter welcomes member contributions.  Club news, events, 

calendar dates and items of interest you wish to have submitted in the next issue of the Newsletter need to be 

submitted by the 5th of the month. Send submissions to the following address: 

    Barry Q Stewart 

   P.O.Box  325, Carlotta, Ca  95528-0325 

    stewart@gotsky.com 

Unit Website:  redwoodunit.com     Webmaster:  Jacque Murphy   498-6648 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 

PUBLIC LANDS: Carole Polasek  786-9637                                                          EDUCATION :  Chip Cannon  839-0481 

PUBLIC LIAISON: Mort Scott  839-2800  VOLUNTEER HOUR REPORTS:  Bev Harvey   498-0912  
             

2011 OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: Carole  Polasek   786-9637 

P.O.Box  792, Ferndale, Ca  95526 

muleride@frontiernet.net 

VICE PRESIDENT: Mort Scott  839-2800 

1560 Zeus Ave., McKinleyville, Ca 95519 

mortscott7@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY: Susan Combs  786-9142 

P.O.Box  98, Ferndale, Ca  95536-0098 

humcofairentries@frontiernet.net 

TREASURER: Maris Hawkins  839-0422 

4944 Dows Prairie Road, McKinleyville, Ca 

maris@northcoastems.com 

ONE YEAR BOARD MEMBER: 

James Archer  768-3725 

 Hwy 36, Carlotta, Ca  95528 

Bev Harvey  498-0912 

201 Center St. # 10, Rio Dell, Ca  95562 

bevholcom@yahoo.com 

Sandy McKay 

P.O.Box  132,  Hydesville, Ca  95547 

rubberbootsmckay@yahoo.com 

Jacque Murphy  498-6648 

1801 Cecil Ave., Fortuna, Ca  95540 

brennaluet@hotmail.com 

Darrel Polasek  786-9637 

P.O.Box  792, Ferndale, Ca  95536 

Muleride@frontiernet.net 

TWO YEAR BOARD MEMBERS 

Chip Cannon  839-0481 

4555 Chaffin Ave., McKinleyville, Ca 95519 

packsaddle101@yahoo.com 

Nancy Trine  725-6367 

3683 Renner Dr.,Fortuna, Ca  95540 

Gail Jenner  768-3391 

P.O.Box  395,  Hydesville, Ca 95547-0395 

gjcatlv1@directv.net 

Kathi Poarch   768-3391 

P.O.Box  395, Hydesville, Ca  95547-0395 

appyrider@directv.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Mule Whispers From Carole 

 

The State Board meeting attended by Maris Hawkins and Nancy Trine was held in Visalia. They 

helped elect Pete Kriger as one of the two California BCH representative to Back Country Horse-

men of America. Congratulations to Pete! Other news from the meeting will be reflected in the 

minutes. 

 

Several of our Redwood Unit members attended the services for Jim Cook, one of our Catered 

Ride Property hosts. Unit members voted to honor Jim with a donation to his favorite charity. 

 

You re-elected the same officers for 2012 and added some new faces to the Board. Welcome new 

Board members Cathy Mathena, Marleen Nylander, Barry Stewart and Dick Wild. Marleen and 

James Archer will be the two new two-year members. 

 

Now that the weather is getting into winter I hope you can get in some riding in between rains! Or 

catch up on all those things we put off until now. 

 Carole 

 



 

 

Redwood Unit General Membership Meeting 

Backcountry Horsemen of California 

November 2, 2011 

 

1. Roll call.  Quorum present. 

2. Salute and pledge. 

3. Members welcomed by president Carole Polasek.  New family member was Patrick and Jacque Murphyôs new son, 

Brendan Wiley Murphy. 

4. Sandy McKay moved to approve the October 5 minutes as printed in the October newsletter with a spelling correction.  

Kathi Poarch seconded.  Motion carried. 

5. Correspondence 

Arcata Community Forest is looking for financial support. 

North Coast Horsemenôs Assn. meets the third Monday of each month.  Dr. Megan Mott will speak on care for 

older horses at the next meeting. 

6. Treasurerôs Report 

Treasurer Maris Hawkins presented the October report.  Marlene Nylander moved to accept the report and refer it 

to the audit committee.  Jacque seconded.  Motion carried. 

7. Standing Committees 

Public Lands ï See Caroleôs report elsewhere in newsletter.   

Public Liaison ï Mort Scott has drained water lines and tanks at 10 Bear and Stanshaw.  He has materials to di-

vide the large corral and will talk to Forest Service this winter with his plans.  Slash in camp will be burned this 

winter.  Mort intends to remove rotten tie rails to create more parking. Forest Service chain saw training could be 

done at Rendezvous.  Equipment necessary is expensive to buy and only a few members need to be trained.  The 

Unit can use chainsaws in the wilderness areas if the need can be demonstrated by taking pictures of downed trees 

and getting prior written permission.  Grizzly Camp trail out of Denny has been brushed somewhat, but Mort re-

minded that trailer access is very limited.  Forest Service wants us to use these trails and makes it impossible for 

horse trailers to get there, he said. 

Education ï Chip Cannon is house hunting. 

8. Unfinished Business 

Rendezvous meeting Nov. 5 ï Maris cannot go so Carole and Darrel will attend and bring up chainsaw and cross 

cut saw training.  It was suggested that Forest Service, BLM, State Parks and etc. be sent our newsletter and be 

notified of our meetings that might interest them. 

        *  Food Drive Nov. 19 ï Unit will obtain insurance.  Riders should call                                 

  Jacque at 498-6648. 

State Board Meeting ï Maris and Nancy Trine attended and reported that     

New policies were discussed, the state newsletter will add a kidôs section and BCHC is considering working more 

closely with American Horse Council though we see some issues differently.  National BCHA convention 2015 

may be in California.  The 2012 convention will be in  Oregon.  State membership is down 2,800.  Fundraising 

items are available from state.  Some changes may be made in counting volunteer hours.  Jan. 20 is the deadline 



 

 

for units to report volunteer hours.  The state newsletter position is open.  A youth coordinator is making a kidôs 

video and will organize youth events at Rendezvous.  A policy manual will be presented at the January state meet-

ing.  Rendezvous needs to raise more money.  Redwood Unit will participate in the State Booth at Rendezvous 

next year, handing out programs and selling tickets for some raffle items.  We will work in shifts.  Rendezvous 

2013 will be held in Norco in Southern California.  Bob McGee is the new state public lands chair and Pete Kriger 

is the new California representative to BCHA.  Other officers remained the same except one VP.  New trail classi-

fication lists were presented and Carole and Mort will make sure stock is not excluded in new listings.  Dan Horn 

talked about building trail bridges, pointing out that bridges need to be engineered but a punget can be built that 

does not. 

Table rental policy ï Darrel Polasek moved to drop the whole idea.  Dick Wild seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting change ï Carole thought The Pantry might work. It was moved, seconded and carried to try meeting at 

The Pantry beginning in Jaunuary 2012. 

Christmas party ï Party will be Dec. 10 in the Turf Room at Ferndale Fairgrounds.  Decorating committee will 

meet there at 10 a.m. that morning.  RSVP to Darrel at 786-9637 so meat can be purchased. 

Volunteer hours ï Hours can now include time spent reading the various newsletters.  Turn in hours to Bev Har-

vey. 

PHI (Mercy Air) ï Bev has forms for new members but renewals will be mailed by the company. 

Elections ï Kathi Poarch moved to elect all returning officers who were all running unopposed.  Barry Stewart 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Board members elected are James Archer, Bev Harvey, Sandy McKay, Marleen  

Nylander, Darrel Polasek, Dick Wild, Cathy Mathena, Jacque Murphy and Barry Stewart.  James and Marleen 

were elected for two-year terms.  All others will serve for one year. 

9. New Business 

Catered Ride host Jim Cook passed away at the age of 90.  James moved to donate $200 in his memory to restore 

the historic Petrolia church. Motion carried. 

Membership issues - The Unit has lost some members in the last few months and Gail Jenner suggested we be 

more serious about stimulating membership, perhaps with a committee.  The Board will meet and set up a Mem-

bership Committee to distribute BCHC flier to prospective and new members. Carole will get more of the BCHA 

booklets to distribute. 

10. Announcements 

Monthly ride is the Canned Food Drive. 

Good of the Order ï James went to the Jim Cook celebration of life, attended by about 200 people including sever-

al Unit members.  Jim, a long time supporter of the Catered Ride, will be missed.   

Jacque asked members to be on the lookout for a 1991 white and blue Chevy Blazer with no engine towed off 

in broad daylight. 

The old board will meet at 7 p.m. Dec. 7 at Polasekôs. 

Next meeting will be 7 p.m. Jan. 4 at The Pantry or at Freshwater School if change cannot be made.  Members will 

be notified of correct location. 

11. Gail moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m.  Jacque seconded.   Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

    Susan Combes 

 



 

 

PUBLIC LANDS REPORT 

November 2, 2011 - by Carole Polasek 

BCHA NEWSLETTER 

A. Email from Bob Magee regarding the use of chainsaws in wilderness areas. B. Email from Alan Hill regarding Shasta 

¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ¦ƴƛǘΩǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴǎŀǿ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ /Φ 

./I! /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ aƛƪŜ aŎDƭŜƴƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǇŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŀ Ǉŀǎǘ ¦Φ{Φ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǳǎŜŘΥ Ϧ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 

BCHA?" (And I add BCHC.) D. Dennis Dailey, Senior Advisor Wilderness, Recreation and Trails for BCHA: article regarding 

use of chainsaws in wilderness areas. We need to ask that they do the analysis, and the request needs to be in writing to 

ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŀƴƎŜǊΦ 9Φ aƻǊǘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴǎƘŀǿ ²ƻǊƪ tŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǇŀƎŜ нлΦ 

GENERAL 

A. There is a petition being signed to bring back regulated slaughter of horses in the U.S. KSL.com is hosting this and you 

have to follow the link to Petitiononline.com and it is a Facebook link. B. Email about the U.S. Department of Labor pro-

posal to expand regulations covering youth employment and make farm work safer. "Youth under age 16 lack the 

ΨŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƻƴ ƘƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪΣ ǳǎŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ-powered drills, put hay bales on a bale elevator or use any 

equipment except if powered by hand or foot." C. Email from Bruce Demott, BCHC Public Lands VP, to request input on 

the Bill to Limit Federal Funding of Environmental Lawsuits. Due 11/3/11. D. Email regarding the Clinton era Roadless 

Rule upheld/reinstated by the 10th District Court. This is an issues of multiple-use vs the Wilderness Act and NEPA. E. 

9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȊƻƻΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

meat of horses than when they were slaughtered in the U.S. F. Email regarding the Justice Department proposes lying, 

hiding existence of records under new Freedom Of Information Act rule. The agencies could tell citizens that the records 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ DΦ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ п {ǘŀǊΣ н-horse, bumper-pull aluminum trailer for sale. Phone 619-787-6424. 

PUBLIC LANDS & TRAILS 

A. Article on the new Stock Use Plan in the Grand Canyon. The rides offered are reduced and changed to a different trail 

than they have used for many years. Rides have dropped by 75% on the south rim. The ride travels through trees with 

occasional views of the canyon. B. Email from Uri Driscoll about an effort to compile a list of club officers of local horse 

clubs and associations to facilitate a network for communicating. I replied that our officers and board are on our web site 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΦ /Φ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ hōŀƳŀ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

access to lands and waters, etc. Accompanying email has pictures showing the sign posted on the famous Osceola Ditch 

ŀǘ {ǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ 5Φ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ Dht [ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ Ψ{ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ aƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦΩ Lǘ ƛǎ ǉǳŜǎπ

tioning whether many agencies and officials who deal with everything from endangered species to nuclear waste are us-

ing "sound science." The sender includes her confrontation with a NPS Park ranger at a trailhead over her license to ride 

her horse, proof of weed free seed, and assurance she was familiar with Park regs, etc. E. Email from Uri Driscoll that Cal 

Fire High Rock inmate crew providing the labor rocking Trail 13 - ACF this week (10/25-28). F. Email regarding the Clinton 

era Roadless Rule issue. Request to comment on BCHA web site if we feel this might effect some of the public lands in our 

area. G. Email regarding a National Trails Training Use Satisfaction Survey to be takenover the internet. Deadline is Nov. 

30, takes about 20 minutes to complete. Everyone should do this survey. Link is nttp@americantrials.org.  

STATE PARKS 

A. Newsletter article that Del Norte Coast Redwoods State Park is one of three California state parks that will remain 

open. B. On our local Channel 3 news in the last few days a group is challenging the state parks closures and requesting 

what date was used to identify which parks would close. 
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TACK REPAIR AND NEW SADDLES 

FROM CARLOTTAτRuth Hoke 

hurlhoke@live.com    209-625-0811 

BRING IT ON 

 GET IT TOGRTHER 

5h L¢ bh²ΧΦ 

NB?  ,*++ <=B= L?>QII> OHCNxM =IQ<IS =;HH?> @II> >LCP? B;M =IG? ;H> AIH?( 

WE HAD A POOR SHOWING !  TWO HORSES REPRESENTED BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN AT THE ANNUAL  FOOD 

>LCP?(  CxFF ;AL?? QCNB SIO5 J;P?G?HN' BIHECHA =;LM ;H> =OL<-AND-GUTTER ARE NOT WHERE I WANT 

RIDE MY HORSE OR MULE.  BUT THE DRIVE IS ABOUT US GIVING FOOD,  FOR THOSE WITH LESS FOOD AND 

GIL? =B;FF?HA?M NB;H OM²( 

      BQS    



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   ARE REMINDED  OF  THEIR NEXT  MEETING AT 

THE HALF ASS FLAT  RANCH ñCOMMUNITY CENTERò    ON   THE  7TH OF 

DECEMBER AT 7  PM 

THE  FIRST MEETING OF 2012 OF THE REDWOOD UNIT 

OF THE BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF  CALIFORNIA 

WILL BE  AT  7 PM IN THE TEACHERõS LOUNGE OF THE 

FRESHWATER SCHOOL.  COME ON DOWN TO START THE 

NEW YEAR OFF RIGHTéWEDNESDAYñJAN 4 TH 

        RIDE ON...  


